
Welcome Back – Fall 2022 
Updated August 11, 2022 
 
Dear La Roche University community, 
 
As we prepare for the fall semester, the University’s Emergency Response Team continues to 
monitor conditions from state and federal health authorities. Individuals reporting cases at La 
Roche to date have been either asymptomatic or have had mild to moderate symptoms, in part 
due to high rates of vaccination and booster attainment. The campus community is reminded 
that vaccination remains the best defense against COVID-19.   
 
The University’s present policy is that masks are not required to be worn indoors. The Emergency 
Response Team will continue to monitor conditions on an ongoing basis. Unvaccinated and 
individuals at high risk are strongly encouraged to continue to wear masks.  
 
Please note that faculty or staff may still require a mask during their class and/or program.  
As such, students and employees will be required to comply and should therefore have a 
mask with them at all times. 
 
If you have not been vaccinated, please do so. The COVID-19 vaccine and booster are safe and 
effective, and the CDC continues to recommend everyone five and older remain up-to-date 
with COVID-19 vaccinations to ensure optimal protection against hospitalizations and severe 
outcomes. 
 
Consistent with our collegial spirit, all on campus are asked to continue to treat each other with 
dignity and respect when it comes to personal decisions related to COVID-19 such as masking 
and vaccination. People choose to wear a mask for many reasons, and we can expect that they 
will, perhaps well into the future. Similarly, there may be reasons that some are not vaccinated. 
 
Our community must continue to exercise care and caution. We will continue to monitor 
COVID-19 activity on campus to determine if adjustments are needed. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Best wishes for a safe and successful academic year. 
 
With warm regards, 
 
Rosemary McCarthy, Ph.D., RN 
Associate Provost and Academic Dean 
Chief Pandemic Safety Officer 
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